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AAII’s Fund Database

Using Morningstar to supply our data

• More than 24,000 open-end mutual funds

– Funds widely available to individual investors

– Funds sold through advisers

– Institutional class funds

– Funds you may find in a 401(k) plan

– Load and no-load funds

• 2,500 exchange-traded funds (ETFs)

– All public exchange-traded funds, notes, etc.
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AAII’s Fund Database

• Updated monthly

• Includes total returns, expense ratios, 

portfolio allocations, risk ratios and more

• We are now using Morningstar categories

• Determine mutual fund grades to ease 

comparison across categories
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Useful Lists on the Fund Pages 
Available to AAII Members

• Top/Bottom Performing Funds

• Consistent Performers

• Manager Changes

• Performance Benchmarks

• Equity Risk-Adjusted Returns

www.aaii.com/funds

www.aaii.com/etfs
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http://www.aaii.com/funds
http://www.aaii.com/etfs


Fund Ideas
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Do Comparisons on Your Funds
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Requires entering funds into My Portfolio: https://www.aaii.com/myportfolio

https://www.aaii.com/myportfolio
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Best Approach:

Have your allocation needs determine which 
asset class groups you look at
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Individual Investor Wealth-Building Process

1. Define Goals and Cash 

Flow Needs

2. Pick an Appropriate 
Allocation

3. Identify Investing 

Preferences

4. Select Investments

5. Monitor
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www.aaii.com/learnandplan

http://www.aaii.com/learnandplan


AAII Asset Allocation Models
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www.aaii.com/asset-allocation

https://www.aaii.com/asset-allocation
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Member Mutual Fund Guide
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https://www.aaii.com/funds/mutualfundguide

https://www.aaii.com/funds/mutualfundguide


Member ETF Guide
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www.aaii.com/guides/etfguide

https://www.aaii.com/guides/etfguide


Mutual Fund Screener
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A+ Investor: https://www.aaii.com/funds/screener

https://www.aaii.com/funds/screener


ETF Fund Screener
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A+ Investor: www.aaii.com/etfs/screener

https://www.aaii.com/etfs/screener
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Use the Fund Grades

Each grade represents a percentile ranking 

range (quintile) for a given category

• Returns: A is highest 20% and F is worst 

20%

• Category Risk: A is lowest 20% and F is 

highest 20%

• Expense Ratio: A is lowest 20% and F is 
highest 20%
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Compare Funds Tool
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www.aaii.com/funds/compare

https://www.aaii.com/funds/compare


Realize That Performance Often 
Depends on the Asset Class
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Midas (MIDSX) is a precious metals fund.



Mutual Fund Evaluator
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https://www.aaii.com

https://www.aaii.com/


Mutual Fund Evaluator
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https://www.aaii.com

https://www.aaii.com/


ETF 
Evaluator
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https://www.aaii.com

https://www.aaii.com/
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ETF 
Evaluator
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https://www.aaii.com

https://www.aaii.com/


Pay Attention to Expenses
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Source: ”Understanding Mutual Fund Fees and Expenses” by John Bajkowski, 
November 2020 AAII Journal.



32

www.aaii.com/funds

www.aaii.com/etfs

http://www.aaii.com/funds
http://www.aaii.com/etfs


Look at the Prospectus
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Source: ”T. Rowe Price Target Date Funds,” T. Rowe Price, October 16, 2020.



Some Final Thoughts

• Funds work best when held over long 

periods of time

• Compare performance against peers; 
chronic underperformers may be poorly 

managed

• Some active managers do outperform but 

it’s very hard to predict which will in 

advance

• Costs matter
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