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▪ This material is being provided for informational or 
educational purposes only and does not take into account 
the investment objectives or financial situation of any 
attendees. The information is not intended as investment 
advice and is not a recommendation about managing or 
investing in an attendee’s retirement savings. Attendees 
should contact their financial advisor and CPA for their 
unique needs.

▪ This material is not intended to provide tax or legal advice. 
Please contact your own tax or legal advisor.
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CFP® DISCLAIMER



AGENDA

▪ Using Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs).

▪ Roth Conversions.



QUALIFIED CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTIONS (QCD)

Must be 70 ½ to make QCDs. Do these first.

Counts as all or part of your RMD, up to limit.

Does not increase your income for taxes.

Cannot itemize the QCD.

Avoids the 0.5% AGI floor for those who itemize starting in 2026.

Maximum QCD adjusts for inflation annually. $108k per person in 2025. 



KEY QCD TAKEAWAY 

NEVER WRITE A 
PERSONAL CHECK 
FOR CHARITABLE 
DONATIONS IF 
YOU ARE OVER 
70½ AND HAVE 
AN IRA.



▪ SECURE Act 1 limited ‘stretch IRAs’ for 
beneficiaries to 10 years.

▪ SECURE Act 2 codified the rules for the 10-year 
RMDs for inherited IRAs.

▪ July 4 Tax Bill (OBBBA) permanently* locked tax 
brackets at current percentages.

* Permanent means until Congress changes the law.
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ROTH CONVERSION OPPORTUNITIES



▪ Anyone can ‘convert’ an IRA to a Roth IRA. There is 
no income limit.

▪ Everything except QCDs that come out of IRAs are 
taxed as ordinary income, including converting to a 
Roth.

▪ Think “Long-Term, Big-Picture, Lowest-Life-Time-
Rates” in your analysis. Let tax planning drive your 
decision.

▪ Current tax brackets are historically very low.  
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ROTH CONVERSION RULES
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TOP FEDERAL INCOME TAX RATES



Peter DOB: 
03/15/1955. He is 

over 70 ½. 
University professor.

Paula DOB: 
10/01/1962. She is 
63. Food Blogger.

2 dependent 
children.
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DR. & MRS. PROFESSOR EXAMPLE
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PROFESSOR FAMILY ASSUMPTIONS

They make annual $50,000 QCDs.



11

2025 TAX SCENARIOS



SCHEDULE D & 1 INCOME
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SCENARIO RESULTS

NOW
WHAT?
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TAX BRACKET VISUALIZER

PROFESSOR FAMILY LIFE CONVERSION PROJECTION
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PROJECTED TAXES
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IRMAA SURCHARGES
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PORTFOLIO VALUE



18

REQUIRED MINIMUM DISTRIBUTIONS
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MR. & MRS. JONES - PRERETIREMENT
He is 62. She is 60. They have a legacy goal of at least 
$200,000 in today’s dollars.
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ROTH CONVERSION TO 32%
V. TYPICAL STRATEGY
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TOTAL TAX COMPARISON



CONTACT ME:  cpowel l@fa lconf inanc ia lok .com

QUESTIONS?
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